
Let’s make the world a better 
place. A sustainable future.
What is sustainability? 

Sustainability is finding ways to help all people to 

be well, safe and happy without damaging the 
environment and causing harm. 

What is Future Earth? 

Future Earth are an organisation that supports the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

They have identified eight-challenges to global 

sustainability. 

✴Deliver water, energy, and 

food for all; 

✴Decarbonise socio-economic 

systems to stabilise the 
climate; 

✴Safeguard the terrestrial, 
freshwater and marine 

natural assets 
underpinning human 

well-being; 

✴Build healthy, resilient and 

productive cities; 

✴Promote sustainable rural futures; 

✴ Improve human health; 

✴Encourage sustainable consumption and 

production patterns; and 

✴ Increase social resilience to future threats. 

What is the challenge? 

Your challenge is to choose one of these areas, 

learn out about it and come up with an idea that 
could help to achieve it. 

You don’t have to fix the world. Just think of a way 
that you can help to make a small part of it better.

What do I need to do? 

Once you have chosen a Global Sustainability 
Challenge you will need to gather information about 

it. You can do this on the web or with books. 

Collect all of the information together and sort 

through it. You will need to think of a way of 
explaining the challenge in your own words. You can 

use pictures and diagrams to help you. 

You can present what you have learnt in any way you 

choose, perhaps a video, a poster, a 
website, a drawing, a slideshow - 

it is up to you. 

The next step is to think of a 

solution. You probably can’t solve the 
whole problem, but you could 

tackle part of it. Perhaps think 
about a way you can 

encourage recycling, a robot 
to collect sea urchins from 

coral reefs, or a way to help 
people in remote areas get 

access to medical help. The 
only rule is to be creative. 

Your solution can be presented 
as a model, a video, an app (it 

doesn’t have to be a working app), a 
website, a poster, or a diagram. You 

should explain how your solution works and how 
it solves the problem you have chosen. You also 

need to be ready to answer some questions about it. 

When you are ready bring it to your school on the 

date your teachers tell you. If your model is selected 
you will be invited to show it off at Murdoch 

University with other entries from students at schools 
in Cockburn.  

One entry from K - Year 2, Year 3 - Year 4, Year 5 - 
Year 6, Year 7 - Year 8, Year 9 - Year 10 and Year  11 - 

Year 12 will win a prize.
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Rules 
- entries must be original and sources must be recognised 
- parents are encouraged to assist and parental assistance is expected 
- students may work in teams, but of no more than three (3) students 

- judges decisions are final an no discussion will be entered into 
- all entries to be entered by the date specified by the school where they are received and no late entries are 

permitted 

Judging criteria 
Entries will be judged using these criteria. Since students from all year levels are invited to enter they are modified for 

each year group. Below are the general criteria.

Criteria Decription

Describes in their own words, with pictures and diagrams, their chosen global sustainability challenge and the aspect of it that 
they will address.

Description Describes the global sustainability challenge in their own words.

Explanation Explains the science of the chosen global sustainability challenge

Importance Explains why this is an important issue

Presents a solution that directly addresses the challenge, or an aspect of the challenge, that is connected to what they 
understand about the challenge

Innovation A new solution to the problem rather than an existing solution

Clarity Idea is easily understood

Relevance The solution addresses the chosen issue

Represents solutions using a range of techniques, appropriate technical terms and technology

Spelling Degree to which words are spelt correctly

Text Handwriting or computer fonts are easy to read

Titles Uses titles to enhance meaning

Layout The chosen layout, design or production makes the project easier to understand

Pictures and Diagrams Pictures and labelled diagrams are used to more clearly explain the problem and the solution

Product Demonstrates clearly how the solution would work and is well made.

Interview Is able to verbally and without prompting explain the challenge and their solution to it

References

Resources A complete list of books, videos and websites used to gather information

Future Earth Challenge



Resources 

Event Website - http://ccenscienceweek.weebly.com 
Guides and other resources related to the challenge. 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals - http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-
development-goals/ 
Basis of the 8 Challenges to Sustainability. Each goal is clickable and reveals further information and links to 
organisations and websites where the goals are elaborated. 

The World’s Largest Lesson - http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org 
Lesson plans and resources for introducing and teaching the Sustainable Development Goals. Great for teachers to 
introduce the ideas, but also for parents and students looking for further information. 

National Science Week - https://www.scienceweek.net.au 
Information about the annual event Science Week activities in the local area.

Name School

Year Level Parent Name Phone

Email

Global Challenge Addressed

Brief Description of entry

Entry form 
Please submit to your school with your entry.
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